
IR AN 
TYPE OF PERSECUTION: GOVERNMENT S 
SEVERITY OF PERSECUTION: EXTREME

Following Jesus openly in Iran can bring surveillance, interrogation, 
imprisonment, and loss of opportunity. House churches meet quietly, Christian 
leaders face intense pressure, and Bibles are carefully shared. Yet despite these 
restrictions, a remarkable and growing Church continues to follow Jesus.
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On the 2026 World Watch List of the most difficult 
places to be a Christian.

Estimated believers from Muslim backgrounds now 
make up Iran’s largest Christian community.

Years of systematic pressure on Christians. Churches 
have been closed and believers imprisoned.
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CARRYING GOD ’S WORD
�Mortada* and his wife crossed the border into Iran carrying Persian Bibles. 
If authorities discovered them, they risked arrest. In a shop, Mortada met a 
Muslim man and mentioned Jesus. When he asked if the man would read a New 
Testament, the answer came immediately: yes. Mortada had one waiting in the 
car. �Churches may be closed and activity restricted, but people are searching for 
Jesus. Believers continue sharing and gathering quietly as the Church grows.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP?
PROVIDE BIBLES Help get Persian Bibles and discipleship �resources into the 
hands of believers and �people searching for Jesus.

EQUIP LEADERS Help train Christian leaders and provide tools �for house 
churches as they disciple a growing underground Church.

CARE FOR BELIEVERS Assistance, legal advocacy, and practical support  
for Christians who have faced imprisonment, persecution, or loss of income.
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YOU CAN SUPPORT THE  
PERSECUTED CHURCH TODAY!

CHRISTIANRESPONSE.ORG/SUPPORT
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